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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

September 24, 2018 

PRESENT:  
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen 

Also Present:  

             Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 
 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called call to order by Mr. Sheehan, 

Chairman, in the Police & Fire Station Community Room located on 137 Nahatan St. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Mr. Porro noticed one minor mistake in the minutes. This issue would be corrected before 

posting. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes as of September 10, 2018 

as amended, seconded by Mr. Bamber.   

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL – Sign for The Dance Force – 675 Washington 

Street – Ashley Jimenez, SignDesign 

 

Mr. Deschenes read the description of the window signs being proposed. 

 

Ms. Holmwood had questions as to the number of the signs and what constituted as a 

temporary sign as opposed to a permanent window sign. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the sign application, seconded by Mr. 

Porro.   

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL – Sign for Structural Wellness – 117 Central 

Street, Suite 201A – Dr. Elizabeth Sczerzenie, Business Owner 

 

Mr. Deschenes read the description of the sign being proposed. 

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that there had been an issue with signage at that location in the past. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski and Ms. Holmwood both did not like how the sign did not match with 

the other signs on the building and that it had been a request by the Board to the Building 

owner to inform all tenants that the Board wished for the signs to match. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked the applicant is she could change her color scheme. The applicant 

informed her that she could not. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if she could remove the white boarder and have a similar boarder 

as the other signed. The applicant said that she could do that. 

 

MOTION to approve with Mr. Halkiotis’s discretion on a sign with a border that fits in 

with the other signs on the building, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Special Permit, Drive Thru Window – 940-958 Boston 

Providence Highway – David Spiegel, Applicant; Matt Smith, PE. Norwood 

Engineering; James Hilliard Esq., Attorney 

 

Due to the applicant’s request the hearing would be continued to a new date in the future. 

 

MOTION to continue the hearing for 7:05 on 11/19/18 by Mr. Paciorkowski, seconded 

by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

DISCUSSION – November 8, 2018 Special Town Meeting – Proposed Zoning Bylaw 

Amendments 

 

Mr. Halkiotis gave a rundown of the two zoning article that would be on the Special 

Town Meeting. One was for the creation of the Forbes Hill Mixed-Use Overlay District 

and the other was the addition of a few terms to the definitions section that were needed 

as part of the Town’s effort to become a Green Community. 
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING- Major Project Special Permit Modification- 95 

Morse Street- David Hern Jr., Attorney; Michael Clemmey, Boch Automotive; 

James Susie, United Consultants 

 

At the start of the hearing Mark Ryan, Town Engineer and resident Helen Donohue 

presented documents to the Board. 

 

Mr. Susi stated the recent changes done to the plan with the guidance of Town Engineer, 

Mark Ryan. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked Mr. Ryan about the letter of approval he had just presented to the 

Board. 

 

Mr. Ryan explained his findings and addressed the system of measuring the turning 

radius of various automobiles that is standard for all engineers. 

 

Ms. Holmwood expressed her concerns about the trucks making a left turn from Morse 

Street to Pleasant Street. 

 

Mr. Bamber asked why this was a condition to begin with in the original decision. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that there wasn’t a need at the time for the property owner so it 

was just thrown in, but there wasn’t any pressing need for it to have been. 

 

At this time the Public Hearing is opened 

 

Ms. Donohue asked to know the width of Morse Street. Mr. Ryan responded. 

 

Ms. Doyle stated that the bottom of the hill is wider yet they car carriers will unload on 

the street. She also wonders if the car carriers’ turning is feasible with traffic. 

 

Mr. Ryan stated that in determining the feasibility all engineers must rely of the designed 

templates and available data. 

 

Ms. Donohue wished to know the difference between a Site Plan Approval and a 

Modification to a Decision. 

 

Town Council Dave Deluca and Mr. Halkiotis explained the difference between them 

 

Ms. Doyle again wished to test if a car carrier could make the turn.  

 

Mr. Guiod asked if the car carriers will be loading cars at 95 Morse Street as well. Mr. 

Hern stated that they would only be unloading. 

 

Mr. Guiod questioned the need for all the extra lots and what would happen if the need 

goes down. Mr. Clemmey stated that the need is there and that two smaller lots will be 
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consolidated into the proposed 84 Morse Street lot. Mr. Hern also reiterated that the lot 

will only be used for Boch Dealerships. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. 

Porro. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that it was not up to the Board to evaluate the applicant’s need, but 

it was up to the Board to follow the law. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

It was then discussed by the Board that the decision on 95 Morse Street would be 

continued until after the hearing for 84 Morse Street. 

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING- Major Project Special Permit, Construction of 

an open lot vehicle storage facility- 84 Morse Street- David Hern Jr., Attorney; 

Michael Clemmey, Boch Automotive; James Susie, United Consultants 

 

Mr. Susi presented revised Site Plan to the Board. 

 

Mr. Hern gave a speech of the recent changes and the need to resolve drainage issue with 

the Town Engineer which explained for the late revisions presented to the Board. 

 

Mr. Ryan stated that he had advised the applicant of needed changes to the plan 

submitted on September 18, 2018. The applicant then went about making those changes 

which is why this new plan with approved changes was submitted today. Mr. Ryan stated 

that he has already looked at the plan early this morning and that it complies with what he 

feels to be acceptable improvements to the drainage issues at the site. 

 

Ms. Donohue from the audience stated that this is not enough time to review the plans. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that these corrections are mostly drainage issue and that trust the 

professional judgement of Mr. Ryan on these matters. 

 

Mr. Sheehan addressed the numerous letters from Neponset River Watershed Association 

representative Kerry Snyder, whose critiques of the plan were helpful in pointing out 

flaws. 

 

Mr. Porro addressed the architectural rendering that the applicant provided for the 

building. He stated that the bollards would need to stay in front of the window for safety 

measures. Mr. Hern agreed. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked what the color of the fence was. Mr. Clemmey stated that the color 

would be a brown/tan. 

 

At this time the Public Hearing is opened 
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Ms. Donohue stated that the bus lot was not paved as much as had been suggested and 

that there are usually only 13 busses not the approximately 30 that are there now. Ms. 

Donohue also stated that he believes that the applicant is not properly labeling the plan. 

 

Mr. Greeley stated that he believes the hours of operation are difficult for traffic and will 

add further congestion. 

 

Mr. Nemeskal stated that he wanted a condition that would direct cars leaving the lots to 

head left back towards Boston-Providence Highway and away from the residential area 

near Washington Street. 

 

Mr. Guiod questioned who would maintain the rain gardens. Mr. Halkiotis stated that 

providing an operation and maintenance schedule for the stormwater management plan 

will be a condition of approval. 

 

Ms. Donohue discussed the condition to purchase the saint lot. She feared that high 

appraisals would put the Town in a hard place. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she wanted to go and examine the landscaping and walk the 

lot. 

 

Mr. Sheehan read off the condition of approval draft that Mr. Halkiotis had provided 

earlier to the Board and had made copies for the audience. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve 84 Morse Street with conditions, 

seconded by Mr. Porro.   

 

VOTE 4-1 motion passed. Mr. Bamber opposed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve 95 Morse Street with conditions, 

Seconded by Ms. Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 4-1 motion passed. Mr. Porro opposed.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 
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Meeting adjourned at 11:15 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: October 22, 2018 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 
 

  


